
Commodore’s Comments  #1
Weekend of September 4, 2020

On last Saturday evening, August 
29th at 7 pm, there was a peace-
ful transition of leadership of the 

Birch Lake Yacht Club from this year’s 
Commodore John Patrick McGann to 
Vice Commodore Dr. Dan A. Waxman. 
It was not a disputed process, no hang-
ing chads or recounts demanded. By a 
motion, a second and then a simple 
majority vote, I am now your 
Commodore until this time next year.  
Barb Cassady is the new Vice 
Commodore and Mike Sheffieck and 
Deb Spratt will remain as our Secretary 
and Treasurer (Thank everything on 
high to you both for staying on). More on 
the Fall Meeting later in the Barker.
 I would like to take this first run at 
the Commodore’s Comments to talk 
about Past Commodore, Pat McGann.  I 
met Pat at Camp Eberhart in 1967 
when he was in Morris Lodge with my 
older brother Michael, and the next 
year, they were CITs together and then 
went on to become counselors.  I fol-
lowed them along the way and got to 
know Pat at camp but then also visiting 

him in South Bend
 Pat lived above the McGann 
Funeral home on Notre Dame Ave. that 
also housed their ambulance service.  
He was raised by his mother Ollie and 
his paternal grandfather Lewis who 
lived across the street.  At the time I 
stayed at Pat’s house, I thought it was 
very cool to have a 24 hour ambulance 
team onsite ready for calls and then the 
funeral home on the lower level.  
 Coming from a medical family with 
both of my parents physicians, I was 
used to the phone ringing at all hours, 
but at Pat’s the sound of the radio calls 
coming in and the team rolling was 
quite exciting.  Pat became an EMT and 
then a Paramedic so he was on the 
ambulance team since his early teens.
Pat was quite an athlete, and at age 14 
was Junior Olympian in Track and 
Field.  In one meet he overjumped the 
landing pit in the long jump hitting a 
board that marked the end of the pit. 
That ended his track and field career 
and started is diving one.  Pat was on 
the Varsity swim team at Adams along 
with Bob King whose event was back-
stroke and they racked up a number of 
victories together.
 Pat liked to dive off of Coop’s Tower 
at Eberhart, which is about 30 ft high.  
His best dive was a reverse one and a 
half (he would add a twist when he dove 

forward) which delighted the campers 
during the Fire and Water Pageant.  
Also, I remember him doing that dive 
one late night in a counselor swim after 
camp was over. That dive he did “Au 
Naturale!”
 Pat and I have been friends now for 
over 50 years, and he has taken care of 
the funeral arrangements for my moth-
er, my in-laws and more recently my 
late brother in law Peter. Having a 
friend like him in times of extreme sor-
row has been a blessing.
 Therefore I salute you JP McGann.  
You have guided us through very uncer-
tain and troubled waters with an always 
positive attitude and with kind and sup-
portive words and actions. This was not 
the spring or summer anyone of us 
could have imagined and you never com-
plained once on how this affected you as 

September 12 - New Date for BLYC 
Board meeting, 9 am
Crockpot Challenge Canceled
July 16, 2021 - Ladies Golf Outing, 9 am
Diamond Lake Golf Course

To rent the BLYC building contact Sandy 
Vitale at 269-476-1680 or 269-858-8184.

Thanks to Mr. Bob (King, north shore) for the cool sailing pic.

T h e  o f f i c i a l  s u m m e r  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e
B i r c h  L a k e  Y a c h t  C l u b

Sept 5,
2020

The
Weekend

Of 

Commodore’s 
Comments

2020
Birch Lake Calendar

The Birch Barker accepts materials for potential publication.  E-mail materials to sailorphil@philvitale.com, mail them to me or put them in the stone mailbox 
at  63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore).  DEADLINE for any issue is Noon on the Tuesday of the week before the publication.  Contact Editor Phil at online-

barker@gmail.com, or at 476-1680 (no text).  To contact Commodore Dan Waxman, call  317-506-1680 or email dwaxman@indianablood.org.



— Birch Lake Notes —

Thomas J. 
Mosier

Waterwell
Drilling

5” Water Wells

Repair & Service 
Most Water Pumps

“Promise of Quality

M-60 E
Cassopolis

Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008

“available”

went about the duties of being the Birch 
Lake Yacht Club Commodore.
 As I sign off this first article, I need 
a tag at the end which I will borrow 
from a movie my brother Michael and I 
watched as kids.  It was “Soldier in the 
Rain” with Jackie Gleason and Steve 
McQueen, and this was the line Jackie 
Gleason’s character said to Steve 
McQueen as they were leaving each 
other.  Michael and I always say this 
when saying goodbye, and I will substi-
tute the word “Everyone” for McQueen’s 
character’s name, which was Eustis.           
 “Until that time Everyone, until 
that time.”

 ~ Commodore Dan

Fall Meeting 2020
 Like all of our board meetings this 
year, the Fall Meeting was held virtually 
on Saturday August 29th.
 Thanks to Chas Grundy who was 
our Zoom Sherpa and evening’s MC as 
he guided us through the meeting and in 
and out of Chat rooms for some lively 
conversations.  Our 1st chat breakout 
was to answer the question: “ What was 
the best thing that has come out of this 
pandemic for you?”  For many of us it 
was being able to spend much more time 
on Birch Lake which for me, has now 
turned into my Michigan office.  The 2nd 

breakout was: “What is the first thing 
you will do when we get past this pan-
demic?”   I asked this question to one of 
my neighbor’s young adult kids and the 
answer was “Lick a bar stool!”  I don’t 
know about that, but I want to go to a 
bar and enjoy a beverage with my wife 
Sharon and not have to wear a hazmat 
suit.
 Pat McGann awarded the 
Commodore’s Award to Chas for all his 
IT skills this summer hosting our online 
board meetings and other hard work 
behind the scenes and serving on the 
board.  Pat also gave a special thanks to 
Bruce Wagner for his work in preserving 
our lake’s water quality especially in the 
battle against purple loosestrife.  I 
announced that Barb Cassady will be 
our new Vice Commodore and I am sure 
she will do great given her work this 
year on the ladies’ golf outing with 
Jeannie Welch and as part of the weekly 
sailing fleet where she sails her MC.
 Thanks to everyone who attended 
the Fall Meeting!  We had members of 
the following families: McGann, 
Waxman(including my brother Michael 
in Kansas City), Cassady, Vitale, 
Sheffieck, Spratt, Troeger, Garceau, 
Luecht, Grundy, Trybus, Phipps, Butler 
and Dave Olson joined us too!
 Here’s to next year with some in 

person group gatherings!   
 ~ Commodore Dan

Turtle maintenance tip
 Thank you to the many homeowners 
who placed a “Slow Down” sign in their 
yards. It hasn’t slowed every driver but 
people are noticing slower vehicles.  As 
the lake traffic decreases during the cold-
er months, it is suggested that the signs 
be stored away from the harsh winter 
weather. This may increase their usage 
for an extra year or two. Thanks again 
for helping to make the lake a little bit 
safer.
~Blair Garceau

The Birch Barker
 This is the last printed Birch Barker 
of the season. Thanks to all of the people 
who contributed this year, and to all of 
the people who helped with distribution.  
Special thanks to Bob & Sue Waddle for 
administrating distribution and for pick-
ing up the Barker at the printer so many 
times.  
 Good Lord willing and the creek 
don’t rise, I will be producing the Online 
Barker monthly during the off season 
and publishing it online beginning in 
October at  http://www.philvitale.com/
Barker/index.htm. People who have pre-
viously received the notifications about 

Just a 
phone 

call 
away
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69608 Sunset Blvd Zimmyville (Union), Michigan

ZIMMY’S TAVERN
(269) 641-5317

http://www.zimmystavern.com

Normally Open 
7 days/wk

11 am to Midnight

music, cold beer, 

lots of fun!
Daily food

specials, 

Carry Outs available

PRINTING,
MARKETING &
SIGN SERVICES
CUSTOM SOLUTIONS
& DESIGNS

ELKHART & SOUTH BEND

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
10188 US 12, Mottville

on the beautiful St. Joseph River

(269) 483-2305

Welcome to Jaywalker
Whether it's a formal dinner or simply hanging out with

friends, we make it our mission to provide our customers with
a great dining experience at an affordable price. 

Stop in anytime, or give us a call to make reservations.

Daily
Specials

Happy Hour
Tues-Fri

Closed
Mondays

Call for
reservations

the Online Barker will continue to be notified when a new one 
is available.  To sign up to receive notifications email me at 
sailorphil@philvitale.com or onlinebarker@gmail.com.  You 
can also use those email addresses to update your address if it 
has changed.  Sorry, I don’t have a cell phone so I’m not able 
to receive text messages.
~Editor Phil

Crockpot Challenge canceled
 It’s with much regret, I have to cancel the annual crock-
pot challenge for this October.  I was holding onto hope, that 
we might be able to get it in, but the Covid-19 makes it too 
risky, and I would hate for any of our Birch Lakers to become 
exposed to something.  So looking ahead to 2021, hopefully we 
will be in a much better position to enjoy gatherings again!
 ~Bad Patty, east side

Big sale at the barn
  Bob and Sandy Baucus (east side) have scheduled a big 
sale at their barn at 62490 Walnut Rd. on Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday, Sept 4-6, 8 am - 5 pm Fri and Sat., 10 am - 2 pm 
Sunday.
 Baby clothes galore! Boys NB - 4t, Girls NB - 3t. Toys, 
coats, bedding, shoes, high chairs, walkers, swings, car seats. 
Men’s and women’s clothing. Houseware items, decorative 
items galore! Hard back books, 2 wheel chairs, 2 walkers, toi-
let seat riser, 2 desks, lamps and SO MUCH MORE! 

BLYC Labor Day Regatta
 If conditions are agreeable, the BLYC Labor Day Regatta 
will take place on Saturday, Sept. 5 beginning at 11 am 
(watch for the marks) and Sunday, Sept. 6.  We’ll do our best 
to get in enough races to make a regatta.

Amount
raised
to date

to donate
for fireworks
or any other
BLYC function
or activity ...

use the form
in the back of 

this week’s
        Birch 

        Barker

Birch Lake Yacht Club
FIREWORKS FUND
Starting over for 2021!

$10,250GOAL

or contribute online at
http://BirchLakeYachtClub.com/

In 2020 we raised $14,208 for our $10,250 goal ...
so we’re working on the 2021 fireworks fund

$3958.00July 5, 2020

$4,623.00July 27, 2020

$4,773.00August 11, 2020

$4,808.00August 31, 2020

No change 
this week!



Fleet Captain’s Corner

BLYC Season Standings to date
Date ..................................................23-Aug .....23-Aug ......................Total  ......Point ...............................Races ......................................%
Race ..................................................... 20 ..............21 .........................Points ...Average ..........................Finished ....................... Finished
MC Scow/Sailor ....................................................................................................................Total MC Races=> ........21 .................................
Scott Troeger  #1489 ............................. 2 ................1 ..........................28091 ...... 1561 .................................. 18 .................................... 86%
Barb Cassady #2506 ............................ 1 ................2 ..........................27256 ...... 1514 .................................. 18 .................................... 86%
Jeff Smitley  #2002 ............................. DNS ..........DNS ........................ 5782........ 1446 ................................... 4 ...................................... 19%
Bob King  #1199 ................................. DNS ..........DNS .......................22528 ...... 1408 .................................. 16 .................................... 76%
Vic Jones/ Tom Cassady .................... DNS ..........DNS ........................ 2756........ 1378 ................................... 2 ...................................... 10%
Phil Vitale  #500 ..................................... 3 ................5 ..........................27418 ...... 1371 .................................. 20 .................................... 95%
Bill Luecht  #1579 .................................. 4 ................4 ..........................24108 ...... 1339 .................................. 17 .................................... 81%
Pat McGann #1735 ............................... 6 ................3 ..........................20987 ...... 1312 .................................. 16 .................................... 76%
Pat Welch #1979 ................................... 5 ................6 ..........................21352 ...... 1256 .................................. 17 .................................... 81%
Sandy Vitale ........................................... 8 ................7 ..........................18374 ...... 1148 ................................... 16 .................................... 76%
Amber Grundy ....................................... 7 ................8 ..........................18927 .......1113 ................................... 16 .................................... 76%
Sunfish/Sailor ...................................................................................................................Total Sunfish Races=> ....21 .................................
Rick Russwurm ..................................... 1 ................2 ..........................31060 ...... 1553 .................................. 20 .................................... 95%
Stewart Spratt ........................................ 2 ................3 ..........................21840 ...... 1456 .................................. 15 .................................... 71%
Scott Temple ....................................... DNS ..........DNS ........................ 4340........ 1447 ................................... 3 ...................................... 14%
Amy Troeger ....................................... DNS ..........DNS .......................12852 ...... 1428 ................................... 9 ...................................... 43%
Steve Frew............................................. 3 ................1 ..........................28439 ...... 1422 .................................. 19 .................................... 90%
Peter Soldato ...................................... DNS ..........DNS ........................ 2817........ 1409 ................................... 2 ...................................... 10%
Herb Cleveland ................................... DNS ..........DNS .......................26714 ...... 1406 .................................. 19 .................................... 90%
Bill Butler ............................................. DNS ..........DNS ........................ 1369........ 1369 ................................... 1 ........................................ 5%
Bob Niezgodski ..................................... 4 ................4 .......................... 27611 ....... 1315 .................................. 21 .................................. 100%
Camille Butler ........................................ 5 ................5 ..........................20843 ...... 1226 .................................. 17 .................................... 81%
Cole McGann Bell .............................. DNS ..........DNS ........................ 3401........ 1134 .................................... 3 ...................................... 14%
Pat McGann ........................................ DNS ..........DNS ........................ 1089........ 1089 ................................... 1 ........................................ 5%

DNS (Did Not Sail) does not count against season score, however sailor must complete 2/3 of races to qualify for season.
DNF (Did Not Finish), DSQ (Disqualified) scores as one place worse than last place (if 5 boats finished, you would have finished 6th, will be scored as 
7th place); DNF, DSQ not counted toward minimum number of races needed
CB - sailor who serves on Committee Boat receives their season average place as of that date - counted toward season total.
Season Points are awarded on Square of 40 system (1st = 40 squared = 1600, 2nd = 39 squared, etc.)
Season Place = total season points/number of races attempted
Crew - Counted toward completed races, Points go to skipper of boat 

2020

NO

WIND
NO SAILING

~Sailing results no change~



You might have noticed over the 
summer the listing and presenting 
of what we call the 6 command-

ments.  These are issues and concerns and 
activities that we as lake dwellers should 
keep in mind as we further develop our 
properties and use the lake.  We want 
to maintain this lake in as pristine and 
safe condition as we can, and believe that 
attention to these commandments will help 
permit this. Articles, explaining one each of 
the 6 commandments, can be found in six 
of this summer’s previous Barkers.  Fur-
ther questions or comments can be directed 
to Paul Fallon.
 We have talked about the shoreline 
extensively as it is both a buffer to what 
happens on the land as well as the ecologi-
cal contact between water and earth.  The 
buffer part is to keep things we do not want 
to get into the lake out of the lake and the 
ecological contact part is that a lot of the 
animals both large and small rely on a 
shoreline habitat for reproduction, early 
development, food sources, and shelter.  
Please look at the two web sites listed 
below as you think about what you might 
do to enhance your shoreline next year etc .  
(www.mishorelandstewards.org and www.
mishorelinepartnership.org).  
 As we tidy up this fall, some may want 
to do a little burning by the side of the road 
or (horrors) close to the lake.  Should you 
feel absolutely compelled to do this, and we 
would encourage you to not do it, please 
after the fire goes out sweep up the ashes 
and bag them for the trash.  The alterna-
tive is after the next rain you will see the 
effect of those ashes heading to the lake as 
ready to use fertilizer and minerals that 
will enhance extra plant growth.  
 Our role on the Water Quality Com-
mittee is somewhat simple in premise.  
(A) Survey the lake for invasive species 
and if something can be done about them 
to advertise this to the lake and set the 
proper procedures in motion.  This is most 
evident for the Eurasian milfoil that would 
be clogging many acres of the lake in the 

absence of this.  Sorry there is nothing we 
can do about zebra mussels, but they have 
declined on their own the past few years.  
They can just as well rebound.  We are 
closely monitoring both starry stonewort 
and hydrilla, two truly nasty invasives 
should they get into the lake.  Tell friends 
you know that bring their boats from other 
lakes to make sure they properly clean 
them before launching them here.  Also, 
should you take a boat or kayak to another 
lake, please properly clean it before placing 
in back in Birch.  (B)  Monitor the lake for 
evidence of increasing levels of nutrients 
that will age the lake prematurely and 
report on this to the lake community.  (C)  
Ascertain the safety of the lake waters for 
the recreational activities we all enjoy and 
wish to have our children and grandchil-
dren enjoy now and in the future.  
 In the future, just take some time to 
truly try and be aware of the lake.  Espe-
cially in the spring when the water is clear, 
cruise around the shallows and drop offs 
and look at the diversity of plant life that 
exists in different parts of the lake.  Keep 
pathways for the turtles to come ashore 
and lay their eggs.  Provide cover at the 
shoreline for small fish to hide in, insects to 
come to, and frogs to lurk when the insects 
are around.  Grab some decaying material 
from the bottom and put in a white pan 
and watch the life that springs from this.  
Have your kids try to learn the names of 
some of the aquatic plants. Hopefully, you 
can think of even more ways to become 
better aware of, and learn more about, our 
lake.
 Commandment #6, explained in a 
very recent Barker, referred to the need 
for adequate donations to fund our Water 
Quality [WQ] program. As stated, should 
we ever run meaningfully short, likely 
our only option would be to request the 
township establish a Special Assessment 
District [SAD], which, once in place, the 
TOWNSHIP would run with OUR TAX 
dollars. Virtually all other Michigan lakes 
that are treated for invasive species [like 

Birch Lake is] are financed by SADs, so 
we are truly unique. It is a huge blessing 
indeed that we have, ever since we started 
incurring substantial expense fighting 
invasives in 2007, survived on donations 
alone. Due to the past and current generos-
ity [thank you very much] of the minority, 
we have paid our bills and have some 
reserves. Unfortunately, we don’t and can’t 
know if we have enough. We do know that 
more, and tougher invasives are coming 
our way, that much of our Eurasian milfoil 
is hybridizing, and that a particularly 
challenging invasive, Starry Stonewart, is 
now only a few hundred feet away, in the 
millpond into which our lake drains.   This 
year 93 families contributed an average of 
$70 for water quality efforts. The amount 
per family is certainly generous and com-
mendable. Those giving are to be congrat-
ulated. What is disappointing, however, is 
that over 130 families [almost 60%] did not 
contribute at all!. [ You don’t have to be a 
member of the Yacht Club or the Home-
owners’ Association to donate to the one 
cause that ALL of us, undisputedly, have 
in common and benefit from.]  Come on, 
would you that aren’t doing so, please write 
a meaningful check, every year, for water 
quality? It’s in everybody’s best interests. 
Let’s all pull together on this one. Thank 
you and best wishes to all for a safe and 
happy fall, winter and spring!

— Water Quality Report —
End of summer 2020

Straight Talk. Sound Advice.

1stsource.com  |  Member FDIC

Insurance products and annuities are not insured by the FDIC; are not 
deposits or obligations of, or guaranteed by 1st Source Bank; and may involve 
investment risk, including loss of value. 1st Source Insurance, Inc. is a wholly 

owned affiliate of 1st Source Bank.



269-445-8877

NOW IS A GREAT TIME 
TO LIST YOUR HOME!

Birch Lake homes are

SELLING!
CALL

PAUL DELANO

TODAY
269-445-8877 Paul@TheLakeLife.com

LISTINGS NEEDED!

— Barker Kids of the Week —

Aspen Whiteman, granddaughter of Ron 
and Staci Whiteman (south side)  turns 2 on 
Sept 3.  She came to see Mimi and Poppa for 
Mimi’s birthday.



— Barker Kids of the Week —
Daughter Mallory, 
son-in-law Doug and 
Patrick Welch (south 
side) celebrated Mal-
lory’s visit from Tam-
pa with an across 
the lake “Lake 
Swim” (.66 miles, 34 
minutes!) with their 
invaluable support 
crew of Jeannie and 
Merrill alongside in 
the pontoon.



SUSIE TUCKER 
Realty
574-320-6697 Cell
269-641-5775 Office

www.susietucker.com
Susie@susietucker.com

Waterfront Specialist 
Serving Michigan 

and Indiana

— Barker Bugs of the Week —

Thanks to Mr. Bob (King, north side) for the  pic of two walking sticks.



   Kevin Wilson
    Magician

BIRTHDAYS
ANNIVERSARIES
COMPANY PICNICS
CONVENTIONS
PARTIES
AGE APPROPRIATE
ENTERTAINMENT

Kevin Wilson
574-234-9975

abracadabramagic.com
info@abracadabramagic.com

Kevin has 
mystified and 
entertained 

audiences of all 
ages with his 
sophisticated 

sorcery

An accounting practice serving 
southwestern Michigan for over 

60 years specializing in 
small business accounting

We offer A free no-obligation discussion about your business 
requirements, competitive pricing,personal account manager, 
corporate & personal tax prep, tax planning/tax representa-
tion, full-service payroll, affordable time keeping solutions, 

financial analysis, pay-as-you-go Workers’ Comp Insurance

Tax planning
Need assistance with your tax planning? Don’t we all! We can 
help you plan for your taxes before your business is even off 

the ground

Bookkeeping/Financial Statement Compilation
Depending on your needs, we can do your bookkeeping for 

you or we can teach you how to accurately keep records

Company Structure
Let us help you decide what the best organization is for you

Federal and State Forms
We’ll help you apply for all the tax IDs and forms you need

2056 Plaza Drive
Benton Harbor, MI 49022

269-926-2191

This message is brought to you by the Homeowners Association of Birch Lake



Blasts from the Past

Submit a Past Blast!
Come on, everyone’s got a Blast from the Past photo from days gone by at Birch Lake ... want to share 

them with your neighbors?
Just send them to me ... You can mail your photo (with a SASE if you want the photo(s) back) to Birch 

Barker, 63174 Birch Rd., Vandalia, MI 49095; 

or you can put them in a ziplock and stick them in the stone mailbox at my home (on the east side), 

or email them to me at  Sailorphil@Philvitale.com ... Sorry, I don’t text or Facebook ...  :(

Left: Keith Weesner, 
Dick Bender, Ric Russ-
wurm, Gus Eshleman 
together for the Mens 
golf outing in 1997.

Below: Bev Kruggel, 
Connie Troeger, Denny 

Weesner, Trudy Claro 
and Le King.

photos submitted by 
Ronni Eshleman

Below: In the days when tubing was, well, 
being towed on a patched truck inner-tube, one 
name dominated the water ski world: Cypress 
Gardens.   In addition to slaloms (with a revo-
lutionary tunnel), combos, shoe-skis and trick 
skis, they made a 29” impossible board called 
the SkiSkat with which one learned how to fall 
spectacularly.

photos submitted by Mr. Bob (King, north shore)



Aries (March 21-April 19) - That nasty 
moment midweek might manifest through sports for 
your sign. Be careful. It might also be a tough 
exchange with your kids, and it definitely could be a 
lover’s quarrel. Go gently. Leave your big guns at 
the door. Meanwhile, something exciting will take 
place that could relate to your health. Or it might be 
something utterly delightful related to a pet. This 
breakthrough also might relate to your job or your 
work, especially if it involves the introduction of new 
technology or something scientific. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20) - Upsets in 
your domestic world or squabbles related to home 
and family might take place midweek. Perhaps 
someone disagrees with your decorating ideas or 
your approach to making your home more beautiful? 
You might even have a nasty little moment with a 
guest, if you are entertaining? Your social plans 
might change suddenly. Please note: This could be 
an accident-prone time for your kids so be vigilant.

Gemini (May 21-June 20) - Be mindful 
and aware of how you talk to others this week. 
Resist the urge to respond with sarcasm if provoked. 
Don’t go looking for trouble. You might have a blow 
up with a friend or a member of a group. Meanwhile, 
something unexpected will occur at home or within 
your family. This could be a delightful surprise! It 
might be a new high-tech purchase for your home. 

Cancer (June 21-July 22) - This contin-
ues to be a fast-paced time for you - no question. 
The difficulty in relating to others might have some-
thing to do with money, cash flow and earnings for 
you. You might have a dispute with someone about 
money. You might be angry that someone spends 
too much money or owes you money? You might 
also be unhappy about something to do with a pos-
session or something that you own. Someone close 
to you might be critical about how you handle your 
money? Bummer. However, this week something 
unexpected and exciting might occur. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) - Thankfully, Venus 
in your sign helps you to be charming and diplomatic 
with everyone; plus, you’re taking more care with 
your appearance. (Incidentally this is a good week to 
buy wardrobe items.) Nevertheless, arguments with 
others might occur midweek. A quick flareup. 
Something nasty. It could relate to religion, politics or 
racial issues. You might have difficulty with someone 
older or someone in power about issues related to 
your job or your health. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - Something 
going on behind the scenes might irk you midweek. 
You might be annoyed with someone but decide not 
to show it. (You will suffer in silence.) Issues related 
to kids, the arts, sports and vacation travel might 
also get under your skin. Patience will be your best 
ally. Meanwhile, something exciting will occur this 
week. You might be involved in new activities, mak-
ing new discoveries in the world around you? More 
likely, you will be open and very frank about who you 
are when talking to others. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) - You like to get 
along with others. (Your default mode is you’re a 
people pleaser.) Nevertheless, midweek around 
Wednesday, you will have difficulties dealing with 
partners and close friends. You might have a brief 
fallout with someone. You might be at odds with an 
older family member. It could be anything. Do your 
best to minimize this because you don’t like fighting 
with others. 

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) - Don’t get 
your belly in a rash midweek because of difficulties 
with bosses, parents, teachers and VIPs. It could 
happen. If so, think about your long-range objec-
tives. You want to get along with these people, 
because when you get along with people in authority 
it makes your life easier. (You might also have a fla-
reup with someone related to your work or your job. 
Remember that patience is the antidote to anger. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - Ever 
the philosopher about far-ranging topics, you might 
find yourself in an argument with someone midweek. 
It could be about politics, religion or racial issues. It 
might be about a foreign country or travel plans? An 
authority figure might squash your financial ideas or 
create obstacles for you. Be patient with kids and 
romantic partners this week. Meanwhile, something 
unexpected will impact your reputation among your 
peers. You might be in the limelight! 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - You like 
to plan for a secure future ahead. Therefore, you 
might have a squabble with someone about shared 
property, inheritances, debt, taxes or something to 
do with your partner’s wealth. It might relate to 
something going on at home or within the family. 
Stay chill because no one thinks better when they’re 
angry. You might also have a surprise opportunity 
related to medicine, , publishing or the media? 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - Relations 
with others will be testy midweek. Squabbles with 
daily contacts, siblings or relatives might erupt. You 
might also be at odds with someone older or some-
one in authority. Meanwhile, a surprise about joint 
finances or resources that you hold with someone 
else might occur. News about an inheritance or 
insurance might surprise you. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) - 
At this time you are thinking more about partner-
ships and close friendships. Furthermore, this oppo-
sition allows you to be more detached and objective 
about observing your own needs and wants in a 
relationship and how you relate to others. This is a 
good thing. Meanwhile, midweek you might have a 
squabble with someone related to work or your 
health or even something to do with your pet. 
Maintain your cool. The most exciting thing this 
week is that a partner or close friend will surprise 
you! They might say or do something that amazes 
you. Or possibly, you will meet someone new.

Your Horoscope

The Moon for 
this Saturday
(At Midnight, US Central time, 

as viewed from the Northern Hemisphere) 
Illuminated Fraction: 0.850

4.1 days after full moon

Sunrise: 07:13
Sunset: 20:06

Moonrise: 20:20
Moonset: 11:21

Daylight:  12 hrs. 53 mins. 17 secs.
Temps provided by Steve Quinlan

Birch Lake Environmental Data



Birch Barker Funnies



~Birch Lake Recipes~
Provided Exclusively to the Birch Barker from Mrs. Ima Foodnudge

Barbecued Pineapple

Serve in a bowl or a banana boat with pineapple on 
either side and a scoop of ice cream or two on top 
and drizzled with juice glaze. You may substitute 
juice (1/2 cup) for the sugar and rum part of the 

marinade.” 
4 servings

Ingredients
•  1 fresh pineapple 
•  1/4 cup rum 
•  1/4 cup brown sugar 
•  1 tablespoon ground cinnamon 
•  1/2 teaspoon ground ginger 
•  1/2 teaspoon ground nutmeg 
•  1/2 teaspoon ground cloves 
•  Add all ingredients to list 

Directions 
1. Peel the pineapple and, leaving it whole, cut out the 
center core. Slice into 8 rings, and place them in a shallow 
glass dish or resealable plastic bag. In a small bowl, mix 
together the rum, brown sugar, cinnamon, ginger, nutmeg, 
and cloves. Pour marinade over the pineapple, cover, and 
refrigerate for 1 hour, or overnight. 
2. Preheat grill for high heat. Lightly oil grate. 
3. Grill pineapple rings 15 minutes, turning once, or until 
outside is dry and char marked. Serve with remaining mari-
nade. 



It’s the end of summer and the last 
Barker of the year. What a strange 
year it has been. Like everyone, we’re 

all hoping that 2021 will be a somewhat 
more normal year for all of us. 
 It’s a special year at camp next sum-
mer. We are celebrating our 100th anni-
versary of Camp Tannadoonah in 2021. 
We are planning an alumni reunion 
weekend in September 2021! If you or 
someone you know is a Camp Tannadoo-
nah, Camp Kiloqua, or Camp Fire alum, 
and would like to be on our list for more 
information about the reunion, please 
email me at amber@tannadoonah.org 
 The Camp Fire Girls of South Bend 
held their first summer camp in 1921 on 
Pleasant Lake in Edwardsburg, MI. The 
first 2 summers they called it “Wohelo 
Camp”, and adopted the name Camp 
Tannadoonah in 1923. The first few 
years, the camp was led by Col. And Mrs. 
C. Seymour Bullock. Col. Bullock was 
the director of recreation for the City of 
South Bend, and his wife led the Camp 
Fire Girls. 
 The name Tannadoonah was chosen 
from the Camp Fire Name Book (pub-
lished in 1915) which detailed lists of Na-
tive American words and their English 
meanings. According to the Name Book, 
“Ta na doo nah” means “lives out of 
doors.” Over the years, camp legend has 
evolved and we say that Tannadoonah 
means “a gathering of friends, on a hill, 
above a lake, among the trees.”! 

 In 1930, Camp Fire purchased a 
piece of property on Birch Lake, previ-
ously owned by Dr. Ersom Cunningham 
and his family. The family had a farm-
house at the top of the hill overlooking 
Birch Lake, and a guest cottage. They 
called the house “KathMarDo Lodge,” 
named for their 3 oldest daughters, 
Katherine, Margaret, and Dorothy. The 
original farmhouse is still in use today, 
as Main Lodge, and the guest cottage is 
now our craft building and camp store!
 Camp Fire moved an old school-
house from Edwardsburg to Birch Lake, 
and attached it to the back of the lodge 
to serve as the dining hall in those early 
years. Between 1930 and 1938, they 
built six small cabins along the edge of 
the hill overlooking the lake. Four of 
those six original cabins still are in use 
– Rotary, Exchange, Exchangettes, and 
Luta Koda. The other two, Demolay and 
Wallace, have been replaced over the 
years. 
 In 1938, Mr. and Mrs. E.M. Morris 

donated the funds to build a new lodge. 
This cabin had sleeping space for up to 
24 girls upstairs in two bunk rooms, a 
kitchen and dining room downstairs, 
a large gathering space with a huge 
stone fireplace, a library, and a room for 
the counselors to live. Morris Lodge is 
still used today, though due to fire code 
changes, the campers now sleep down-
stairs, and the staff sleep in the rooms 
upstairs. We are in the midst of a major 
restoration of this building. 
 In 1954, Laura B. DeRhodes left 
¼ of her estate to the Camp Fire Girls 
of South Bend. The council used those 
funds to construct our Dining Hall build-
ing, which seats up to 200 people and 
has two beautiful fireplaces. The original 
mid-century modern tables and benches 
are the same ones we still use today! The 
kitchen was state of the art in 1954, with 
a cast iron South Bend Range, a Hobart 
mixer, and Hobart Potato Peeler – all of 
which we still have! A complete kitchen 
renovation is the next goal in our facili-
ties plan, after Morris. 
 Over the next 65 years, we have 
added additional sleeping cabins, a 
shower house, and a year-round office 
building. But much of the original camp 
from the 1930s-1950s remains! We are 
excited to celebrate our 100th anniver-
sary next summer, and bring back many 
campers, staff, and Camp Fire kids to 
see camp again.

 ~Mrs. Amber

— Camp Tannadoonah —



FOR SALE
Small antique accent 
chair.  $100.  Contact Debbie at 
219-765-8691

For Sale: 2020 Trailmaster 
boat trailer. 1200 lb. capacity, 
swing away tongue. $1,350, call or 
text Jack, 1-574-250-5852 or 269-476-
7176

1993 Christ-Craft 185 Concept with OMC I/O 
and 2010 CraftLander 45120V verti-
cal lift 4500lb capacity, 120”max beam with 24’L X 
120” W canopy frame with gray vinyl cover. 1993 Eagle 
single-axle trailer Everything for $5500. Call Matt 574-
274-8253

24 foot camper. 1 large slide out. 2 queen size 
beds. Shower. Bathroom,  A/C, TV , Microwave, stove/
oven. Very clean. Makes for a great overflow for guests. 

Asking 13,000. Call Bob Groszek (south side) 1-219-
384-9291

Queen sized sleeper sofa FREE with 
pick up. Please call Ellen(west side) 574-850-4910

Solid Oak corner 
TV cabinet. Fits up to a 
42 inch TV. Has lots of storage 
with attractive glass doors. 
Asking $100. Call Margie 
Trybus (East side) 269-476-
2563 or 312-802-8201.

FOR RENT
Want a unique, fun vacation? How about renting the 
most inexpensive, cutest and best-located rental in 
The Villages, Florida at ourhome4rent.com/cjp

LOST & FOUND
Found: Mooring Buoy floated up to the North 
Shore. Please call the Jeff & Denise Smitley 476-9000 
to claim.

WANTED
WANTED: Used Boat Lift for 24’ Pontoon (mini-
mum 26’ Canopy) for Northsider. Call Rob 513 319-
4038

Wanted to buy: Sunfish, claudia2154@gmail.com

Wanted to buy: Good running used wave 
runner.  Call Bud 476-2526

Looking for a kids bike trailer to buy, or rent for 
a few weeks. Jen Magro Algarotti (north shore) 624-
432-1252

Looking for of builders to rebuild our 
A-frame.  Text suggestions to 317-201-8554 or email 
cstevens164@sbcglobal.net. 

Wanted: large, anchored raft in good condi-
tion.  Text Megan Caplis at 773-343-4056

FOR RENT
Want a unique, fun vacation? How about renting the 
most inexpensive, cutest and best-located rental in 
The Villages, Florida at ourhome4rent.com/cjp

LOST & FOUND
Found: Mooring Buoy floated up to the North 
Shore. Please call the Jeff & Denise Smitley 476-9000 
to claim.

SERVICES
I do sewing and mending at fair prices - zip-
pers, hemming, small alterations; call Kathy at 476-
9317

Need Propane? Bill Butler will pick up grill tanks 
fill and deliver for 20.  Call him at 574-596-1343

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

Talk With A Live Person

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.
VOTED NILES
BUSINESS OF

THE YEAR! Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year! 

2400 N 5th ● Niles, MI
269-687-7192 Niles, MI

866-751-1470 Toll Free

After Hours
Emergency
Service

Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING
● Licensed Plumbers 
● Drug-Free Employees 
● Criminal Background Checked Employees 
● No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done 
● 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
● True 24-Hour Emergency Service 
● Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”
● Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms 
● Longest Warranties in the Business    
● Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee 

During Business Hours

● Bonus  — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net

Major Credit Cards Accepted

®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS



2018/19 BLYC Officers 
Dan Waxman (E), Commodore
317-506-1680 ........dwaxman@indianablood.org
Barb Cassady (E), Vice Commodore
574-303-2831-bcassady@holycrossvillage.com
Deb Spratt, Treasurer (N) ................476-2113

debspratt@comcast.net
Mike Sheffieck, Secretary (W) ......476-1849

mcsheff@aol.com
Bill Luecht (E), Fleet Captain ........ 476-2843

wal303@sbcglobal.net
2018 BLYC Directors 

P. Com. Angela Bergan (E) ...............561-603-5522
berganfsu@aol.com

Greg Bolin (W) ...........................................476-2420
gbolin31@aol.com

Ed Chester (E) ........................................... 476-1010
ed@chesterlawoffice.com

Karen Curtis-Miller (E) .......................574-261-6712 
krcurtismiller@gmail.com

Terry Dugan (S) .........................................476-2814
s581122@aol.com

Bernie Garceau ......................................... 476-9862
bgarceau@norcoind.com

Chas Grundy (E) ................................574-315-0217
chas.grundy@gmail.com

Deb Hall (Cove) ......................................... 476-7226
bdeh@sbcglobal.net 

Patty Luecht (E)  .......................................476-2615
pgalloway4@yahoo.com

Pat McGann (E) .................................574-532-5377
pat@mcgannhay.com

Sarah Petty (N) .......................................... 476-7068
sarahkpetty@gmail.com

Claudia Phipps (N) .................................... 476-7073
claudia2154@gmail.com 

Vickie Rogers (C) ......................................476-2383
tvrogers@frontier.com

Rick Russwurm (N) ...................................476-2407
paramountp@aol.com

Scott Troeger (E) .......................................476-9898
scott.troeger@btlaw.com

Phil Vitale (E) ...........................................476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com

Sandy Vitale (E) ........................................ 476-1680
sv6102@gmail.com

Sue Williams (S) ........................................476-8886
smwillia@comcast.net

WATER QUALITY AND HOMEOWNERS
Paul Fallon (E), Chairman, Water Quality and 
Homeowners Association ......................... 476-1467

pauljfallon@gmail.com

BLYC Officers and Directors

$____  -  BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year)

$____  -  BLYC Associate Member* Dues  ($10 / year)
*Associate membership is available to current associate members 

and for non-lake residents who wish to support the BLYC

$____  -  Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

$____  -  Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

$____  -  Building Improvement Fund

$____  -  Fireworks Fund

$____  -  Water Quality Program

$____  -  Milfoil/Loosestrife Eradication

$____  -  Safety Committee

$____  -  Other non-party related expenses

$____  -  BLYC Roof Fund

$____  -  BLYC AED Fund

$____  -  Misc.

Total contribution:

$__________________

Name_________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Make checks payable to
BLYC

 and mail to Deb Spratt, Treasurer
18100 Farmington Hills Dr.

South Bend, IN 46637

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB
THE YEAR’S GOING FAST!

Time’s running out to pay 2020 dues! 
Support the BLYC, support the Lake, support the Community!

NEW now you can go online at HTTP://BIRCHLAKEYACHTCLUB.COM to pay your dues NEW

Tip No 15:  Be involved!
Get involved in the community.  Volunteer, help with a 
project, clean up the roadside, join a committee, help a 

neighbor, and pay your yacht club dues!
This message is brought to you by the Homeowners Association of Birch Lake

HOW TO BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR





We’ve Got You Covered!

SUMMERSUMMER’S HERE!S HERE!

CALL US CALL US TTODODAAY!Y!

● Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

● Roll Curtains for
Screened Porches

● Aluminum Porch
Canopies

● Boat Covers and Tops
● Canvas Repair
● Aluminum Awnings

SALES ● SERVICE ● INSTALLATION

Call us for a free
at-home

demonstration!

Locally owned
and operated

since 1985

12291 Bidelman Road ● Three Rivers at Big Pleasant Lake

269 244-5307269 244-5307
wwwwww.sunandsshadea.sunandsshadeawningwning.com.com

Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

Motorized Solar Screens

Boat Covers and Tops

Canvas Repair

Aluminum Awnings

●

●

●
●

●


